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TO A 


Weighty Queſtion, 


CONCERNING . - - 

The Magiſtrates protection of the Innocent, 'wherein is held 
forth the bleſſing and peace which Nations ought to wait 
for and embrace in the later dayes, 


With ſome. conſiderations for the ſeriqus and wiſe in heart 
throughout this Nation to ponder, for diverting Gods 
wrath (if poſiible) from breaking forth upon. it. 


Alſo a brief Account of what the people called Quakers" 
d-lire, in reference tothe Civil Government, 


With a few words to ſuch as by the everlaſting aym of Gods 
power have been drawn and gathered out of zhe Apoltacy: 
Into the living truth and worſhip. 
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And in that day will 1 make a Covenant for them with the beaſts 
"of the field, and with the fowls of Heaven, and with the creeps | 
ing things of the ground, and 1 will break the Bow, and the 
Sword, and the Battle out of the earth, and will make them t0- 
tye down ſafely, Hol. 2. 18. 
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' Somewhat ſpoken to a weighty Queſtion, concerning the 
eMagiſtrate's proteFion of the Innocent, wherein is 
beld forth the bleſſing and peace, which Nations ought 
to wait for an4 embrace in theſe later dayes. 


Queſt, Hether the Magiſtrate in Righteouſneſſe and 
Equity is engaged to defend = who (by the 
| \ peaccablen-ſſe and love which God hath wrought 
in th:ir Spirits, and by that Law of life, 
mercy, good will, and iorgiveneſſe, which God by his own finger 
. hath written in their hearts ) are taken off from fighting, and 
Cannot uſe « weapen deftrutjive to any Creature to defend him ?' 
Anſw, Magitracy was intcrided by God for the defence- 
of the people, not onely of choſe who have ability and can 
fight for them, but of tuch alſo who cannor, or are for- 
bidden by the love and Law of God written in their hearts 
ſo todo. Thus women, children,1: k perſons, aged pr rfons, 
and alſo Prieſts in Nations ( who have ability ro fight, buc 
are exempted by their fun&ion, which 1s nor equivalent to 
the exemption which God makes by che Law of his Spirit 
in che heart) havethe benefic of the Law and of che Ma- 
giſtrates proteRion, without fighting for the defency of 
either, And is it noc moſt righteous and equal, that fight- 
ing, Which came in by che fall, ſhould come co an end in 
ſuch, whom God draws our of the fall : and that Magiſtrates 
(who have power given them to rule by God, and ought to 
rule under him) ſhould not require fighting of them, whom 
the Lord of Lords hath redeemed ouc of the fighting nature, 
and choſen to be as examples of' meeknefle and peaceable- 
neſſe in the places where chey live? How can he fight with 
creatures, .in whom is love and good will towards thofe 
Creatures, and whoſe bowels are rowling over them, be- 
cauſe of their wandrings in the Juſts, in che ſtrife, and in 
the wars? Fighting is not ſuitable to a Goſpel Spirit, bur eo 
the Spirit of the world and the Children thereof; The 
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fighting in the Goſpel is turned inward againſt the luſts, 
and not onrward-againft the Creatures, There is to be a 
time, when Nation ſhall not lift up ſword againſt Nation, nei- 
ther ſhall they learn war any more. When <be pawer of the 
Golpel{preads over the whole earth,thus (hall ic bechrough- 
out the earth : and wierethe power of the Spirit cakes hold 
of and overcomes any hearc at preſent, thus will it be ar 
preſent withchat heart, This bleffed ftare, which fthall be 
brought forth in the general jn Gods lealon, mult begin in 
parcicylars: and they therein are not_ premidigzal 'to the 
world (nor would be fo. looked ypon, it che wighet eye in 
man were but open to ſee with} but Emblents ofthat bleſſed 
ſtate, which the God of glory hath promiled to ſer up in 
the world in the dayes of the Goſpel. And though by this 
means, there way ſeem to be a weakning of rhe ſttetigeh'of 
the Magiſtrate, and, of the defence of chat Nation, where- 
in God caulerh the vertue and power of his Fritth to ffread 
in the hearts of people 3 yet in cruth it isnorſo, but agrete 
ſtrengthning. For if Rightevuſneſfe be the ſtrengrh of a 
Nation, and che ſeed of God the ſupport of the Eatrh, then 
where Righteouſneſſe is brought forth,, and where che ſeed 
of God ſprings up and flouriſheth , that Nation'þtbivs 
rong . and inſtead of the arms and ftrengeh of min, the 
eternal ſtrength overſpreads that Nation, and that witdom 
ſprings up in che Spirits of men, which is better then wea- 
pons of war; And the wiſdom which is from above is pure 
and peaceable, and.teacheth to make peace, andto remove 
the cauſe of contentions and wars,-and uniteth the heart 
tothe Lord in waying upon him for counfel,ſtrengrh, and 
preſervation in'this ſtate, who brought intoit. Now is not 
this much better and ſafer, then the preſent eftate of things 
intheworld? Firſt, to have the cauſe of wars remoyed, 
_and a,ſ{weet, peaceable, righteous Spirit in the ſtead chere- 
of? Secondly, to have # peaceable and a' righteous gene- 
ration ' whom the Lord hath made and preſerved fo ) brea- 
thing to the | ord for peace, good, and profperity:to rhe 
Nation, and Magiſtrates thereof, and to ſtretch forth his 
arm ctobea defence about them ? Thirdly, tohave the'Gqd 
of Heaven engaged by his Power to defend that Power and 
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Magiſtracy, which defends -righteoufneſſe in" penerdl; ava 
p#fticularly his people m their-obedience unco/him, whom 
it is moyft rrghteots for them'te obey; ant for the Magiſtratt 
(who da1m* hw Rieand Dorginionunder'God)to prote&t 
theni nj? Were flor this much berter borh for Maviſtrates 
and Peopte, then the preſent effare?? © that that were' &+ 
"wakened in men /which can righely difcern end judge. 
Objc&, Bt this 45 an Utopian tate, or uu world inthe Myov : 
is it ' poſfiole that ever 'there ſhould be- ſuch a ſtate here on 
Ld EO So KK 12 $ITETT, 2 c 
*-* 2ufee. x. hen the- principle of God; "which lid&hid mM 
Tthe'tttarcs of men over which the corrapt fiarnre hath 
grown, and _—_ which the Spirit of dirkneffe' i men 
tramples)'th 'be raiſed and come into dominion ; righre< 
ouſneſſe, peace, and good will ſhall ſpring up '#s natural] 
-unibng meh; as wars, ſtrifes, divifions{-embulations,' heztrs 
burnirgs tc. now do! © 2 2 PP TIO mo 10 
2, There is a promiſe of ſack a ſtate; wheti the Line-ſrall 
eat ſtraw like the Ox, and lye How) "with the Tamb, when the 
earth ſhall be filled with the ky»wledge of thelord, as the was» 
ters cover the Set; and nothing' ſpall dirt % dejtroy pom Gods 
boly Morntain, but the Nations,” who'trave been falf of wei, 
ſhilF throw away 'rheir weipons, beeonicfubitft to the Spis 
rit of peace and righteoufnefſe, and learn war no more 3 
when the wiſdom of the wiſe and firengrh of che ſtrong 
ſhall be broken in pieces, and'the little Child ſhall play on 


1Cwhere) 
y. ort TY . | 
(144 4, Phih Atfte wh tt #fair fotwardnefs dnce,” beforeithe 
Oaaverſal Apoſtacy*Frettrthat truth and poxer which God * 
had ſown in the earth, upon che brezthing of and ſending 
-Fotch his Spirit among his Diſciples, according to his pro» 
' miſe? Precious wes that: ſeed; great the growth. of- it; the 
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woman {or true Church) (2s beauty and glory, and 
brought forth che man-chiltl, which was 50 rule all Nations; 
bur ic-pleaſed che Lord to adjourn that .day- till. afcer,the 
night of Apoftacy, catching up the manschild. ro Heaven, 
and. caujing the woman.40 fly into the.wilderneſle, where 
ſhe-hath been hid ever lance from all but he inward eye of 
the inward Iſrael ; and the world in the Heatheniſh nature 
hath been crying up holy Church, holy Church, co hee who 
hath ſate. upon the Beaſt, and been drunk wich the bloud 
of the Martyrs of Jeſus; but che tender ſpouſe, rhe Lambs 
wife, the mother of all che Lambs, hath been baniſhed from 
the earth, and a cruel. bloady Scep-morthes ſer over all the 
tender-conſcienced ,ever-fince. O woful, woful hath been 
the ſtate of the-crrue Church, and of. all che Children of 
Truth all this dark night of Apoſtacy, bur the Lord is put- 
ting an end to it;., And chough-this;taiſe woman ſeem to be 
recovering ground, and ſecting her feet over the necks of 
the Lambs againz and begins to think the ſhall prevail, aud 
fit as a Lady and, Queen over the Conſciences of Gods he- 
Titage for ever, yet (he (hall find that itrong 1s che Lord God 
who hath begun co. judge her,, and into the Sea. which. ſhe 
raiſeth, ſhall ſhe fink like a ſtone, and her fall ſhall be greac 
and ſpeedy, for even in, one day {ha]l.her miſery overcake 
and geyour her. . ; Mn thn © 
4+ Afﬀcer this long night of Apoltacy, the Lord hath be- 
gun to make ſome preparations towards this ſtate again. 
He hath opened his treaſuries, he hath let forth the power 
of his truch, he hath powred down of his Spirit coſanftifie 
and gather a people;untq himſelf, be;bath-ppened che prin- 
.Ciple of life in che-hearts cf many, and ina great meaſure 
" drawh them into it, whoſo far as they are renewed there- 
by (and found there) are made. peaceable, pure, meek, 
gentle, innocent,, uprighc-hearted.and tender-conſcienced 
both towards God and man. And though multitudes.6f 
. reproaches have been caſt upon them; .yet. the Lord hath 
pleaſed co, cauſe. their innocency and integrity to ſhine, co 
the wiping of them off in a great degree, and will in que 
time bring forth cheir Righteouſneſſe as the light, and 
, Their judgement as the noon-day.. And what remains to- 
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ward the carrying on of this ork, but the Lords -proſper- 
ing of this principle and blowing upon the other.? As the 
Lord doth this, fo will ic go on, and the Nations, Kings, 
Princes, great Ones, as this principle is raiſed in chem, and 
the contrary wiſdom, the earthly policy ( which undoes all ) 
brought down, ſo will they feel che blefling of God in them- 
ſelves, and become a bleſling to others. O chat there were 
an car to hear, for this is the only way of healing this Na- 
tion (which hath been ſo grievouſly torn) as will be ac- 
knowledged when woful experience makes it minifeſt, But 
man-in proſperitie cannot hear, and that enforcech from 
the Lord (by che turning of his hand) the bringing upon 
him the day of his adveriity, which could he have hearkned 
in the day of his proſperity might have been eſcaped : for 
God doth not zftl.& willingly, nor grieve the children of 
men; he is neceſlicated toit for his own glories ſake, the pre- 
ſervation and defence of his truth and people, aud for the 
carrying on of his work. 

jet. But if all men were of this mmnd, and none would fight; 
ſuppoſe a Nation ſhould be invaded, would nit the land of neceſſity 
be rumed? 

Anſw. Furſt, when ever ſuch a thing ſhall be brought 
forth in the world, it muſt have a beginning before it can 
orcw and be perfeted. And where ſhould it begin bur in 
{ome particulars in a Nation, and ſo ſpread by degrees, 
until it hath overſpread the Nation ? and then from Nation 
to Nation, until the whole earth be leavened. Therefore 
whoever defires toſee this lovely ſtate brought forth in the 

eneral,'if he would further his own delire, muſt cheriſh ir 
in the particular. And O that men would nor ſpend their 
ftrengrh, and hazard the loſe of all in cheriſhing pretences 
and names of Chriſtianicy, but would pray tothe Lord ar 
—_ to open that eye in them, which can ſee the loveli- 
nefle of the cruth, power, and vertue of Chriſtianity, that 
they migbr cheriſh chat tendernefle of Conſcience, wherein 
the Truth-grows and ſprings up in its vertue and power. 
(And then perhaps they would ſoon acknowledge the hap- 
pinefle .of the world to depend upon the growth of that 
Principle and of that people, who are now deſpiſed by the 
s pagLo world, 


— 


> - — 
Om Oo A 


© 0 HERS» - JE _—_—' 
world; and anno bit be'fo'by the Spirit and wildom' of 


- AEST =» - Hee —_ 


. 


the world; whici hes m wickedneffc, chey being drawn one. 
of and'celtifymg agnuft ir,) a | 
- 2. 4ets notfot #Nacion(roming inth theGoſpelJife and 
principle? to cak# care before-hand' hol they thall be pre- 
terved, but Hy oth wilt teach x Nation (: Fo hey hearkan, 
£0 10) as welF as parricaltar perfoti' rs crult the'Lord, and 
co wait on hitiFor prefervarion. T/rael of old food nor by 
cheir ſtrength, and wiſ.lom, and preparations again their 
enemies, bur m quiernefſe, and eonfidence, and waiting on. 
the £ordfor dire&ion, (Efz.3':15.) arid ſhall noc luch wow 
who are tric Iſraelites, ang have indeed attained cotherrue: 
Goſpel-ſtate, tolfow the Lord into the peaceable life and 
Spirit of che Goſpeh, unlefſerhey ſee by rational demonſira- 
tions before-hand how they {hall be preſerved therein? IL 
ſpeak nor this againſt any Magiſtraces or Peoples defending 
vhemſelves agzinft ferraign invaſions, or making uſe of the 
Sword co ſupprefle the violent and evil doers within their 
borders (for this che preſent eſtate of things may and doth 
require, and'a great bleſſing will attend che Sword where it 
is born uprightly to that end,and its ule will be honourable; 
and while there 1s-need of a Sword, the Lord will not ſuffer 
that Government, or thoſe Governourg t1 wangceing in- 
firuments: under them for the managing thercof,: who wait 
on him in his fear co have the edge of ir rightly direQ&ed : ) 
but yet thereis a better ſtate, which che Lord hath already 
brought fome into, and which Nacions, are to. expect and 
travel rowards: Yea it is far better to.knoy the Lord,co be 
the Defender, and to wait on him daily, and ſee the need 
6f his ftrength, wiſdom, and preſervation, then to be never 
fo ffrong and vkilful in weapons of war. 

3. If the Lord God ſhall undertake the defence of a Na- 
tion by his Spirit and power, what can haurt.chat Nation 2 
what power of man can reach ity to. diſturh rhe peace of ir? 
The Epyprians are men and not God, and their Horſes fleſh and not 
Spire, Eſa 31.3, What could, Senacharib with liis Army do 
againſt one Angel in the time of the Law? howmany of his 
Hoſt were {lain in one night? and what power; then: ſhall.be 
able-ro prevail over a Nation*broughe 1nco the peaceable 
_— Spirit 
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Spirit: of the Goſpel, and ack cherein by the mighty'power of 
| God himſelf? Wilknot God be as ſure a defence over the true Iſrael, 
in the way and diſpenſation wherein he leadeth them, as ever he was 
over the repreſentative Iſracl,in the way and diſpenſation wherein he 
led chem? will he notpreſerve and defend that Nation, whom he firft 
ceacherh to leaveoff war,thart they ſhall not be made a prey of, while 
he is teaching other Nations the ” An lefſon ? r 

God promiſed Iſrael! of old, that when they went up thrice in the 
year to appear before the Lord,according co his command, he would 
keep it out of the hearts of the Nations from ſo much as defiring their 
land, much more from entring and taking it from them in the mean 
times though they might ſeem watchful after, and ſufficiently greedy 
of ſuch an opportunicty,they being caſt out of che land and having had 
it taken from them before, Ex. 34. 24. The Lord alſocan now keep it 
out of the hearts of the Nations, from invading or-prejudicing thar 
Nation, which he ſhall firft draw into the peaceable Spirit: or if he ſee 
not good to dothat, he can defend choſe that have followed him our 
of the zarthly ſpirit, wiſdom and ſtrength, by waies that man knows 
not of; nor may it befic for him to know, till rhe Lord bring ir forth. 
Iſrael of old was not to'know the deliverance before-hand, bur to 
truſt the Lord; under the Goſpel the Lord giveth more faich then to 
Iſrael of old under the law, and therefore may jultly require greater 
confidence-in greater ſtrairs, And awaken O earth, behold the Iſrael 
of the Lord, whom he hath begotten and broughe forth in theearth 
afterthe long dark night of Apoſtacy, and ye ſhall ſee what hearts 
the Lord hath given chem co cruſt him, in all che ſtraics and cryals 
wherewith he pleaſeth toexerciſe them, and what the Lord will do for 
them when they are brought co the brink of the pit, and when ic 
ſeemeth impoſſible-for them to eſcape uctee ruine and deftru&ion, The 
eye which the Lord hath given them, ſeeth the Lord and his ſtrength; 
and.che heart which he hath created anew in them, naturally feareth 
the everlaſting power, which reacheth both to the body and ſoul for 
ever: bur as for whole multitudes of Nations, they are bur as the drop 
of a bucket, and. (in their greateſt wiſdom and ſtrength? but as-vartty, 
as the ſmall dujt of the ballance, as nsthing, before him, and leſie then nothing 
to bin, -/ F x 

Cogſider this O ye great men, Oye wiſe men and deep Politicians; 
all ye have done orcan ever dozin relation to Ae any thing 
that God. hath. purpoſad, what are ye therein, or what will your work 
come £0 +16 18juſtilike tho:ſmgl wujic of the ballance,. it binders not atall 
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the weight of his power'on the/other;hand; but, he will carry on his 
work; bring to paſſe what he hath purpoſed in himſelf and promiſed 
to his people, and all your councile, witdom, ftrength, hopes, reſolu- 
tions, and preſent. or future adyaritages. againſt him /ang@hiswork, 
{hall hinder him ge more chen che ſmall duſtintbeſcalt ofa balance, 
which the wind blows away attdit is tot. Be-wildtherefare Oi yefons 
of men, fear before your Maker, waitinhis feat for hiscotactl; that 
' ye may not be ſuffered by him co undertake any thing againſt him, 

| leſt before yeare aware ye fall before him. Q let every one in fear re- 
member that paſſage, Lo this is the man that made not God bis ſtrength, but 
trujted in the abundance, &c. forgetting the Lord in-the day of profpe- 
rity, cauſcch mjigh increaſe of the anginſh-and forrow of heartis'the 
day of adverficy,, Q ye zhac are in preſent p&wer, conſider how anwil- 
ling ye would'betÞ-pave the Lord turn his hand upon you, and bring 
you under again. © pravoke him not, for he is as able to doe, as he 
was to overturn thoſe which went before. It were fac betcer for-you, 
now to fear the Lord and prevent it, then: tabewail and repenryfcers 
wards. . Q reje&-not.- the ,hove and council of che moſt higts which 
would now preſerve you}. as thoſe which went before you did. 

There is a deſire in all men (in whom the principle of God is nivt 
wholly flain) after righteouſneſle, which deſire will be more and more 
kindled by God in Nations, before righteouſnefle and prace meet to- 
gether-and beeſtablifhed in chem. Naw ſuch and {o- greac-hach been 
the kindling of this defise in this Nation, and fuch is the Rate there- 
of, that nothing can'ſacisfie che heart of it buc righteouſneſle; this ir 

ongeth after at the bottom, This the Governours which were before 
might have, and the Governours that now are (by asking council of 
the principle of God in themſelves and keeping cloſe thereto) may an- 
ſwer theNaction in., But if the conſultacions be nor with the Lord, in 
the principle of lifewhich came from him, but with'the wiſdom and 
policy which is of the earth, and from beneath and not from above, 
that will incline to ſelf and co corruption, and never bring forth 
righteouſnefle, nor can the bleſſing of God attend it, northe peace 
which.accompanieth righteouſnefle be reaped from it. 


' © Yowe Conſiderations for the ſerious and wiſe.in beart throughout this Na#ion t» 


.. ponder, that they may feud up earnejt prayers to Almighty God, «nd uſe 
. their beſt endeavours in their ſeveral places and Stations, to prevent that 


| dreadful ftorw of wrath which bath long hung over thisNation,that atlength 
"= Fire apforth likf. fire wbich none can queued; orilikf n fleud:wþbich tone 
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1. Id not God, by the power of his Spirit in the Apoſtles dayes, 
as. ; RT 

# Dea: a people out of the world unto himſelf, and by his wiſ- 
dom (and according to his heavenly will)build them upintoa Church 
6r holy Temple, fot his Spirit co mhabicand dwellin, and for herhs 
ſelf to be honoured end worſhipped in Spirit and Truth, according 
as he ſhould teach therwand require of them? # r ol 

2. Did not the {ame Spirit, which built ehis Citurch, not onely figs 
fiifie tharthe Love ſhould wax cold, and there be a falling away trom 
the Truth, and warn the Churches of Aſa of the removal of their 
Candlefticks; but aWoforetell of the total diffulycion of chit building 
as to irs ofitward ſtaff upon the clole of the ſherp batcle by che Das 
gon and his Ang#l&''or falſe Miniſters, with Michael arid his true 
Church and Minifters | inſomuch as the Church her ,ſclf (ho td fly 
inco the wildernefle, and her ſeed be made war with, and periecu:ed 
up and dbwn the Nations, all the time of che Apoſtacy afterwards ? 
leeRev. 12, | Sor 

3: Was not this deſolate'eftate of the Church to remain arid laſt 
all the allorted time thereof, which is expreſſed to be 42 monehs, 
1250 dayes, or a time,times,and half a time, wherein che Beaſt ſhould 
rule, Ancickigft fic in Gods Temple, and the Dragon be worſhipped 
there inſtead of the living God ; and alſo che Lambs of Chriſt and 
witneſſes of Jeſus (who recain the worſbip in ſpirit anderuchgzand can» 
not joyn' with any of the falſe wayes of worſhip (et ap in the Nations) 
rorn and''rent, by the woman which appears inſtead of the true 
Church, bur is not ? (Rev.t1.2.8 12.6.14.& 13.;.& 17.6. ) 

4. Dortrnor this woman continue defeiving che Nations andKings 
of the earth (whom ſhe cauſeth co drink of her cup'ot knowledge, wor- 
ſhip, doarine and diſcipline, whereby ſhe blindeth their eyes, be- 
witcheth their heares,and maketh chem cake her for the true Church; 
who, notwithſtanding all this her glorious appearance, is but Babyloy 
in a myſtery, and notwichftanding all her prerences for Chriſt, doth 
drink the bloud of his true Sainrs and witneſſes) I ſay, doth ſhe nor 
continue her deceit cill the very hour of her judgemenc,- and-uncill 
ſhe hach brought the dreadful vials of the wrath of-God, both upon 
her ſelf and upon all that cont mue joyning with her? 'Rev.:1-. 2.0, 

5. Is there not to be an end of this nighr of Apoſtiey, and of the 
falſe Church, with all her various habits, and drefſes and new paints 
. and arts of deceit (though both have continued long, wherein Ch:ift 
the Lamb comes forth in his power to fight with the Beaſt, and the 
woman which rides thereon, :and to {mite the earth which remains 
| B 2 4 -.. infected 
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infefted wieh her fornications Te. withdraw and) ſteal away the 
heart from the pure life $ Spirit of Chriſt, and from his pure living 
ſpiricual worſhip, into a falſe, invented, dead, formal worſhip) that 
ſo he may,reftore and ſer up. his pure Spiritual worſhip again, Rev, 
19>he; .: ; ”"y - 12e0) Its ; 

6. Are not the Kings, Powers and Inhahiters of the Farth in 
great danger of fighting againft the Lamb, '1n defence of this falſe 
Church againſt his True Church (when he again comes to ſet itupin 
Nations, after the expiration-of the long night. of Apoltacy)even to 
the hazard of utter ruining themſetves thereby 2 For. thole that fight 
againſt the Lamb, muſt needs. be-overcome by him,. bis :nvifble 
ſtrength and Armies being much ſtronger -chen{che viſible Armies 
and all. the outward ftrength in Nations, though to- che outward 
eye ſuch may appear very great and invincible ? (Rev. 17.14.) 

7. . Sha)l not the Kings of. the Earth and the remaining powers at 
laſt ( afterthe overthrow of many for joyning to her, and ſtriving. 
to-uphold .her ) hate tbe Whore ( which, hath corrupted, che [earth 
with her Fornications, drunk the blood of the Saints. and Martyrs 
of Jeſus, brought miſery and deſolation upon Nations, &c.) make 
ber deſolate and burn her ſteſh with fire ? And were it not far betcer for 
them co do it before, rather then co:hazard the ruining of themſelves 
by ſecking to uphold her? (Rev. 17.15.) ER K — 

8. Is 16 poſſible forany Nation (or any powerin-any Nation) to | 
hinder the {hining forth of Gods Light therein, after the long nighe 
of Apoſtacy? There is a Spiritual Day, as well as a Natural day. 
There was a Spiritual Day before the Apoſtacy, in the dayes of che 
Apoftles: And there is to be a Spiritual day-again after the Apoftacy, 
upon the Spirit of Lifes entering jnto the wicneſs, their rifing and 
+ ſtand on their feet, aud the Light of God ſhining forth from them, 
The Spiritual Day dependeth upon. the ſhining of Gods Spirit .in the 
Hearts of people ( which did once ſhine forth, and doth begin to 
ſhine forth again ) as the natural day .dependerh upon the ſhining 
of the, Sun. Now who can hinder -the arifing or ſhining of the Son 
of. Righteouſneſle, in the. Hearts of Gods.people ? If, ye can,. then 
may ye prevent the carrying on of Gods work of Reformation in 
this Nation, and throughout the World: . But it. is eaſter for you ro 
ſtop the ſhining of che Sun in the Firmament, O that the eye were 
opened which can ſee the way of Peace, that the preſent Governours 
might be-blefſed and the Nation blefſed in chem, and not the Spj+ 
Tip. of the Nation ,(by # ſecret kiudling, which none knows whence 

Ys | it.: 
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it comes ) brought over them as a flood, as it was overthem 
that went before them 

In that fear which God works in the Heart ( and our of the 
compaſs of that carnal wiſdom and ſtrength, on which man re» 
lies) is the wiſdom, council and preſervation of .the moſt highs 
both of particular perſons, and alſo of Nations, O Lord my 9, 
if it-may pleaſe thee, open the gar that can hear thy woice, that mjſry 
may be avoided, and thy peace and bleſſing ſo'g't after aud enjoyed, or 
at leaſt ſome of the force of that bitter jjorm(whith ſweepeth away and 
maketh deſolate,even as the abomination H deſolation hath entred, and 
of- a lon; time made the earth deſolate. of . the Life and Power of God= 
lineſs ) broken, that this Nation muy uot be ſwallowed np in th- dread- 

ful breakings forth of thy diſpleaſure, but may be prepared by thy cor= 
reting hand, and fitted for the day of thy Mercy. 


A brief Account of what the People called Quakers deſire, 
. in Reference to the Civil Government, ; 


Here are three things, which we cannot bur earneſtly delice 
+ 5 in our hearts, and pray to the Lord for , as the proper 
means of ſerling aright. the Spirit of this Nation, as alſo neceſ- 
ſary for the growth of Gods pure Living Truth,and as juſt and 
equal in themſelves. eg 

1- Univerſal Liberty for all ſorts co Worſhip God, accord- 
ing as Chrift ſhall open mens eyes tolee the Truch, and accord- 
ing as he ſhall perſwade their hearts by his Spirit, who is every 
mans Mafterin Religion,to whom they mult ſtand or fall in all 
they do therein, Rom. 1. 4» 

Now if any man walk diſorderly, and contrary to the Light 
of Chriſts Spirit either in Do&rine or Worſhip ; that power 
which converts to God, is to reprove and corre@ ſuch an of- 
fender with the Spiricual Rod and Sword, that he may be again 
reſtored to the Truth and Obedience of the Spiric : Butche 
Magiſtrate is not for.any ſuch thing ro Impriſon, Fine, Baniſh 
or pur him to death, For Chriſt is the Judge of his people in 
the things of his Kingdom, Heb. 10.39. and he hath appointed 
to have his Spiritual Weapons in a readinels, to revenge every 
Diſobedjence and Rebellion againſt his Spirit, 2 CF, xo. 4. The 
bringing in & applying of the Magiſtrates Sword to.this work, . 
was never by the True, Church, in whoſe hand the Swordof 
} ; : | 2h the 
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"the Spirit was ever found SLA But the falfe Church not 
having the Sword of the Spirit, is fain to uphold her ſelf by the 
carnal weapons,or elſe ſhe would ſoon fal}.But the Lord-God is 
wrefting theſe outof her hands, and then his Light will break 
forth without interruption, and her ſhame and nakednefle 
ſoon appear. 

2. Thatno Laws formerly made, contrary to the principle 
ofequiry and righteoulneſſe in man, may remain in force; nor 
nonew ones be made, but what are manifeltiy agreeable there- 
unto, All juſt Laws, lay the Lau yers, have their toundation in 
righe reaſon, and mutt agree with and proceed from it, if they 
be properly good for and rightly ſerviceable to mankind. Now 
man hath a corrupt and carnal reaſon, which ſways him alide 
from integrity and righteouſneſſe, towards the favouring of 
himſelf and his own party: And whatever party is uppermoſt, 
they are apt te make tuch new Laws as they frame, andalio 
the interpretation of the old ones bend towards the favour of 
their own party. Therefore we would have every man in au» 
thoricy wait in the fear of God, to have chat principle of God 
raiſed up in him, which is for righceouſnefſe and not ſelfiſh, 
and watch to be guided by chat in all he does,ceither in making 
Laws for Government,or in governing by Laws already made, 

3+ Seeing this Nation is in ſuch a ſhattered condition, and 
there have been ſo many breaches, parties and fa&ions in ir, 
that noparty might be bolſtered up in enmity and oppoſition 
againſt another, but that every party mighe be conſidered, in 
what might be done for their eaſe and benefit, withour danger 
and detriment toany other party. And if I mighc be hearkned 
to, I wquld perſwade thoſe now in power, not to deal 'wich 
their' enemies as they formerly dealt with chem, . but as they 
would have been dealt with by them when they were in power. 

I would alſo dehort and diſſwade all people from plottin 
or contriving againſt this preſent government (for they muſl 
- havetheir day, do all men what they can ) but inftead thereof 
to pray for them, that they may ſee the former errours in go- 
vernment, humble themſelves before the Lord, and (by their 
weeknefle, gentlenefſe, and UN towards all ) ſhew 
forth the fruit of his-long-affi'&ting hand upon them. Bur if 
""qchey ſhall over-look, forget, and negle&the Lord, who hath 
4 Dean fogreat mercy cothem, and nor in his fearwait on him 
res; to 
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ta preſerve for them the ground and intereſt he hath giver 
chem, and chink that now they are able-to ſtand on their own 
legs, and by their own- wiſdom and —_ and ſo affay to 
carry on things according to their own will,and inthe ftrength 
of their own witdom, and ſonot ming for what eng the Lord 
brought them in again, and what he expeeth to have effe&ed 
by chew, but ſtrive again toſertle the principles and praftiſes 
which he hath been ſhaking,according to what ſeems rightand - 
good in their own eyes (meaſuring things by their own cor- 
rupt reaſon, ſelfiſh wiſdom and intereſts, and not by the prin- 
ciple of God, common equity and right reaſon)l {ayzif it come 
to be thus with chem, ye ſhall not need to plot againſt then; 

forthe Lord God Almighty, who with eaſe removed their ene« 

mies and made way for them, can with as great eaſe remoye 

them, and put the power into another hand. 

Therefore al] people be ftill and quiet in your minds, , and 
wait for righteoulnefle, for that is it which the Lord is making 
way for in this Nation, and which he will ſer up therein ;. and 
he whoſe deſire is not afrer that, and whoſe intereſt lies nor 
there, will find himſelf diſappointed, and at unawares ſurpri- 
zed with what he expe&s nor. | | 

This is given forth that the Powers and People may ſee what 
1s the deſire of our hearts in theſe reſpets, and how upright 
our hearts are towards themin what is juſt and righe, and that 
we are not at all againſt Magiſtracy, Laws, or Government, 
though we cannot flatter or bend to them in that which is 
ſelfiſh and corrupt, and indeed againſt God and not for the 
good of men, 1t was written long ſince, and intended tben 
for {ervice to the Lord and chis Nation, and his people there- 
in, but the Lord ordered it, otherwiſe : If he pleaſe now-to 
accompany it with his bleſſing, and make way for the reaſon- 
ablenefſe, equity and righteouſnefle of it to enter into the 
minds and hearts of them that are in power, it will be a 
good ſeaſon for ir, audthey will find caule to blefſe the Laxd 
for putting it into ty heart at fixſt, and for the(publiſhing of 
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A few words to ſuch as have felt the power of the endleſſe life draw-« 
, gs and. have faithfully followed the leader of the Flock of Iſrael 
bath'of Iatt led bis ſheep in ſuch paths as hath not been kyown 


' all the night of the Apoſtutcy. 


O ye Children of the mcfiHigh, who hath felt the breath of 
the eternal Spirit begering you in the pure life, & draw- 
ing you out of this wortd, out of the vanities, out of the cor- 
ruprions, -out of the courſe and faſbions, our-of the invenced 
wayes and forms of worthip (yea out of the very Root and 
Principle thereof) into the worſhip and Spirit of Truch, and 
into the fear of the moſt High, which is wiſdoms ow and 
habitation, where the pure Law of Life is received and the 
ſalvation, begun, wrought out and perfefted: . O ye dear 
Planes of the right hand of Ecernity,fear not what is cocome 
to paſſe in this viſible Creation {to break the corrupt ſtate 
thereof, and to make way for the ſpringing up and ſpreading 
of his'pure life and «rape which the corrupt eſtate, 
ſpirit and principle of the world cannot but oppoſe, until ic 
be broken and ſubje&ed) bur, ſan&ife che Lord of Hoſts, and 
Ter him be your fear and dread, that he may compaſſe. you 
-with'the arm of his _ and hide you under the ſh1dow of 
*Hhis' barid; until he hiach planted” the Heavens and laid the 
Foundations of the earth, and ſay to Sz in the fight of all 
her enemies, Thor art my People. The Lord my God watch over 
F or night arid day, and preſerve his living Principle pure and 
Freſh in you, and you in perfe& ſubje&ion unts it; that he 
" may'delight in what he hach begotten and preſerved in you, 
' arid ye may be fatisfied in the openings and overflowings of 
-thelove of his heart towards you. Amen, ſaith wy (oul, 
| AT! ISS, 

From 'Alisbury Priſon in Bucks, where © /Y - + ©) 
-my life breieths for the conſolation and redeme \ 902) 
[bead el,” and for thethrning of © ' bg. 0f/ 


. Fhecaptivitysf the whole Creation. " 
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THE END. 
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